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REMARKS 

Claims 15-34 are pending. This Amendment amends claims 15, 26-29, 32, and 
34. Claims 15 and 28 are independent. 

Support for these amendments is found in the specification at, for example, 
paragraph [0004] and [0027]. 

The Claimed Invention 

An exemplary embodiment of the claimed invention as recited by, for example, 
independent claim 15, is directed to a door for a refrigerating appliance including an 
outer wall, an inner wall, and a transverse edge formed with a viewing window. The 
outer wall and the inner wall interconnected along their longitudinal and transverse edges 
forming a space therebetween to form a depth for the door. The viewing window extends 
over the depth of the door. The door covers the body of the refrigerating appliance to its 
upper edge and a control panel that is mounted on an upper front edge of a body of the 
refrigerating appliance is visible through the viewing window . 

Conventional refrigerators that have a control panel mounted on an upper front 
edge have a door which ends a few centimetres below the upper edge so that the control 
panel is visible. However, the appearances of these refrigerators suffer as the door, 
which presents the most striking appearance, is shorter than the body of the refrigerator. 

Other conventional refrigerators that have a control panel mounted on an upper 
front edge have a door which extends as far as the upper edge of the body of the 
refrigerator. However, as a result, these doors cover the control panels and the visibility 
and convenient operation of the control panels are lost. 

In stark contrast, the present invention provides a door that covers the body of the 
refrigerating appliance to its upper edge and which includes a viewing window through 
with the upper front edge mounted control panel is viewable . In this manner, a door is 
provided which extends up to the upper edge and, therefore, provides a desirable 
appearance while simultaneously enabling viewability of the control panel. 
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The Bukulmez et al. reference 

The Office Action rejects claims 15-20, 22-25, 28-31, and 33 under 35 U.S.C. § 
102(e) as allegedly being anticipated by the Bukulmez et al. reference and rejects claims 
21-26, and 32 as allegedly being obvious in view of the Bukulmez et al. reference. 
Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 

None of the applied references teaches or suggests the features of the claimed 
invention including: 1) a control panel mounted on an upper front edge of a body of the 
refrigerating appliance that is visible through a viewing window of a door ; (claim 15) and 
2) a display element mounted at an upper front edge of the body and a viewing window 
formed on said body oriented such that said display element is visible when said door is 
closed (claim 28). As explained above, these features are important for providing a 
refrigerator with a front edge mounted control panel which is visible through a door that 
provides a complete aesthetic appearance. 

In stark contrast to the claimed invention, the Bukulmez et al. reference discloses 
a refrigerator with a control panel 3 that is mounted to the top of the body of the 
refrigerator. In particular, the control panel 3 is mounted on top of the upper panel 10 of 
the refrigerator. The Bukulmez et al. reference very clearly does not teach or suggest any 
control panel that is mounted on an upper front edge of the body of a refrigerator. 

Indeed, since the control panel of the Bukulmez et al. reference is not mounted on 
an upper front edge, the Bukulmez et al. reference does not even suffer from the problem 
that is solved by the present invention. As explained above, the present invention is 
directed to solving the problems that an upper front edge mounted control panel presents. 
Since the Bukulmez et al. reference does not teach or suggest an upper front edge 
mounted control panel, the Bukulmez et al. reference does not teach or suggest the 
problems, let alone any solution that is provided by the claimed invention. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of these rejections. 
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The Bukulmez et aL reference in view of the Licentia reference 

The Office Action rejects claims 27 and 34 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly 
being unpatentable over the Bukulmez et al. reference in view of the Licentia reference. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

None of the applied references teaches or suggests the features of the claimed 
invention including: \) a control panel mounted on an upper front edge of a body of the 
refrigerating appliance that is visible through a viewing window of a door ; (claim 1 5) and 
2) a display element mounted at an upper front edge of the body and a viewing window 
formed on said body oriented such that said display element is visible when said door is 
closed (claim 28). These features are important for providing a refrigerator with a front 
edge mounted control panel which is visible through a door that provides a complete 
aesthetic appearance. 

As explained above, the Bukulmez et al. reference does not teach or suggest these 
features. 

The Licentia reference does not remedy the deficiencies of the Bukulmez et al. 
reference. 

Indeed, the Office Action does not allege that the Licentia reference remedies 
these deficiencies. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the above, entry of the present Amendment and allowance of Claims 
15-34 are respectfully requested. If the Examiner has any questions regarding this 
Amendment, the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned. If an extension of 
time for this paper is required, petition for extension is herewith made. 



BSH Home Appliances Corporation 

100 Bosch Blvd. 

New Bern, NC 28562 

Phone: 252-672-7927 

Fax: 714-845-2807 

russ.warnock@bshg.com 



Respectfully submitted 




Russell W. Warnock 



Registration No. 32,860 
January 7, 2008 
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